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                                                         Mother’s Day: May 10th 
                                                         
The pandemic has overshadowed most of our lives with 
quarantine and isolation. However, it should not overshadow 
Mother’s Day, and it may look different than it has in 
years past. You may have dinner delivered or have a virtual 
meeting to honor Mom. For some, Mother’s Day is another 
day of missing mom, whether through distance or through 
their passing. We are called to honor Mom and praise her 
amazing abilities in loving, caring and nurturing us and 
our children. We need to show them how grateful we are for 
all they have done, do and will do. To most of us, our 
mothers know everything about us and have much insight 
into who we are. As mother’s yourselves, do you KNOW your 
children. Do you know how they will react to things, what 
things they will laugh at or cry over, when they will stand 
up to others and be a leader or if they are quiet and shy but 
absorb everything. In this time of the pandemic, as mother’s 
we are great multi-taskers; we cook, we organize, we educate, 
we referee, we take care of the pets and we try to work with the 
kids at home. No task is too small, no territory too 
unknown, because mother’s have wonderful creativity and 
problem-solving skills. We are grateful to every single mom 
who is loving their families and nurturing them through 
this.  
How do mothers fulfill everyone’s needs? Our children, the 
neighbor, our parents, siblings, spouses, pets, bosses and co-
workers? God helps us and shows us how to be good mothers 
through prayer. Mary shows us how to be good mothers 
through prayer and following her example of patience, and 
goodness.  
For Catholics, a relationship with our mother goes beyond the 
presence of an earthly mother. We honor the Blessed Mother, 
the one who said “yes” be becoming the Mother of Our Savior. 
The Catholic Church has entrusted itself to her care, just as 
Jesus “entrusted” St. John to Mary and Mary to St. John. 
John represents all Christian men and women. Mary is 
given to us to be our Mother!  
God Bless all women on Mother’s Day!! 
 

E-newsletter – May 8 																								Cinco	de	Mayo	(May	5)	commemorates						
																								the	1862	Battle	of	Pueblo,	the	Mexican			
																								Army’s	victory	over	France.	Today	we												
																								celebrate	the	culture,	achievements,	and						
																								experiences	of	people	with	a	Mexican		
background	who	live	in	the	United	States.		
Many	businesses	promote	the	Mexican		
culture	of	food,	dance	and	music.	Another		
aspect	we	celebrate	is	the	connection		
with	the	Virgin	de	Guadalupe.	
Our	Lady	of	Guadalupe	remains	a	powerful	
symbol	of	Mexican	identity	and	faith.	Our		
Lady	appeared	to	Juan	Diego,	a	poor	51	year	old	Indian	
man.	Juan	was	walking	by	a	hill	called	Tepeyac,	when	he	
heard	beautiful	music.	A	radiant	cloud	appeared,	and	
within	it	stood	an	Indian	maiden	dressed	like	an	Azrec	
princess.	The	Lady	told	him	to	go	to	the	Bishop	and	ask	him	
to	build	a	chapel	at	the	site	where	she	appeared.	The	
Bishop	asked	Juan	to	have	the	Lady	give	him	a	sign	that	she	
was	authentic.	When	Juan	went	back	to	the	hill,	he	saw	
very	beautiful	roses	in	a	place	that	they	never	grew.	Juan	
pick	up	the	roses	and	placed	them	in	his	cloak	(tilma).	
When	Juan	returned	to	the	Bishop	with	the	roses	and	
dropped	them	from	his	tilma	there	was	an	image	of	Our	
Lady	on	the	tilma	just	as	she	appeared	on	Tepeyac	Hill.	
After	this,	approximately	9	million	Indians	became	Catholic	
in	a	very	short	time.	The	Feast	Day	of	Our	Lady	of	
Guadalupe	is	on	Dec.	12.	

Resources:	Echoes:	A	Forum	of	Catholic	Thought,	Diocese	of	
Erie:	A	Mother’s	Day	Reflection,	Franciscan	Media:	Our	Lady	
of	Guadalupe,	Patch.com:	Catholic	Mexicans	Ready	for	the	
Feast	Day	of	Our	Lady	of	Guadalupe,	Timeanddate.com:	
Cinco	de	Mayo	in	the	United	States.	



	
	
	
	
	

	

 
 	

	

A note from Fr. Dave 
Counseling Assistance during the Coronavirus 
Pandemic--The change, uncertainty, fear and instability 
the pandemic has caused in our lives may have 
introduced enough stress that individuals would benefit 
from some help with coping and management skills. 
Being together with family members for a longer period 
of time may not always be a harmonious or a welcomed 
experience. Addictions to alcohol, drugs, eating and the 
internet, to name a few, may develop during this time or 
worsen. The same is true for physical, emotional, sexual 
and verbal abuse. Some may benefit from counseling 
because of anxiety, fear, grief or the added pressures 
because of being furloughed, laid off or due to a job 
loss. Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Dubuque 
can help. Check out their website at: 
https://catholiccharitiesdubuque.org/ to discover ways 
they can address your needs. We’re here, too, your 
parish priest and staff, to lend a helping hand.  

	

Crafts	for	the	kids:	
A	Bouquet	for	Mary:	
https://www.catholicinspired.site/uploads/1/1/0/0/110088477/m
ary-flower-vase-craft.pdf 
Mary	with	flower	frame:	
https://www.catholicinspired.site/flowers-and-mary.html 
Mother’s	Day	ideas:		
*	https://fabulesslyfrugal.com/diy/kids-homemade-mothers-
day-card-ideas/ 
    *https://www.pinterest.com/pin/808607308085200969/ 
        https://www.pinterest.com/pin/808607308085201027/ 
             http://diyready.com/construction-paper-flowers/ 
Our Lady of Guadalupe craft:    
https://www.catholicicing.com/juan-diego-and-our-lady-of-
guadalupe/ 
 

Find		
updated	information	on	

St.	Joseph	Catholic	
Church	webpage	

https://stjoesmarion.org/ 
	


